THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

In 1855 the Queen again sent for Lord Derby, but this time he refused,

though he accepted office with the same result in 1858 and in 1866

(though on this ocasion there was no election until 1868). Mr Disraeli

refused to accept office in 1873, anc^ t^ms compelled Mr Gladstone to

dissolve in 1874.  Lord Salisbury, however, accepted office in 1886

and again in 1895.   Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and Mr Bonar

Law formed Governments in 1905 and 1922 respectively, though in

these cases the previous Governments resigned without being defeated.

The third possibility is that a minority Government can be formed

which may be able to maintain itself in office in spite of its lack of

a majority. This happened in 1846, when Lord John Russell was able to

obtain Peelite support; in 1866, when Mr Disraeli's finesse enabled the

Conservatives to remain in office until 1868; in 1886, when Lord

Salisbury was supported by the Liberal Unionists; in 1892, when the

Liberal Government had the support of the Irish so long as I lome Rule

was in its programme; and in 1924 and 1929, when the Labour party

received discriminating Liberal support.

The situation is much the same where political conditions cause the
resignation of a Government which has not suffered defeat either in
Parliament or at the polls. In 1905, when Mr Balfour decided that he
could not continue a Government which was breaking up over Tariff
Reform, Edward VII sent for Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, who
formed a Liberal Government pending an appeal to the people. In
1922, when the Conservative undersecretaries and back-benchers, led
by Mr Bonar Law, rebelled against the Coalition, George V sent for
Mr Bonar Law, who formed a Conservative Government and advised
a dissolution. In 1931 the Labour Government had no majority but
was governing with Liberal support. Finding itself unable to agree on
measures to deal with the financial crisis, it resigned; and Mr MacDonald
was commissioned to forma Coalition Government. In 1940, Mr Neville
Chamberlain's majority falling to 81, and the Labour party having with-
drawn its general support, the Government resigned and George VI
sent for Mr Churchill because he could form a Coalition Government
which included members of the Labour party.

Where no party obtains a majority at a general election there are two
possibilities only, the formation of a Coalition Government or the
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